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Hyoung-Gul Kook is a U.S.-licensed architect and Professor of
Architecture at Ewha Womans University. He received his B.S. in
Architectural Engineering from Yonsei University and his M.Arch from
Columbia University (GSAPP). In 2017, he was awarded the Young
Architect Award by Korea's Ministry of Culture, Sports and Tourism.
He has won numerous design competitions, leading to projects
such as the Sancheong Happiness Culture Center, Gongneung-
dong Dokkaebi Market Customer Support Center, Geumnam-
myeon Community Complex in Sejong City, Namsan Creative
Center Remodeling, Seoul Station Subway Line 1 Remodeling, and
the Dobong District Office Extension, among others. Beyond the
traditional boundaries of architectural design, he continues to expand
the role of the architect by engaging in diverse fields such as fagade
design, exhibition design, installation design, and interior design,
pursuing experimental and creative approaches. He is also the author
of '@FS71%(2022)' and 'REF571%2.0(2025).
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2026 18th
Seoul Architecture Festival
Preface

Assembling Seoul : Discovering Seoul

K-Architecture has developed its own distinctive identity through
successive periods of profound historical and social transformation.
The uniqueness of Seoul's architectural culture is not defined by a
fixed form or traditional image. Rather, it emerges through an ongoing
process in which diverse conditions and elements are continuously
assembled and reconfigured within Seoul—a city that acts as a

dynamic melting pot.

Seoulis a city of extraordinary density, where history and modernity,
everyday life and culture, and the local and the global overlap. These
conditions give rise to Hybrid Density, where diverse programs,
spaces, and layers of time coexist. Beyond mere concentration, this
density generates new relationships and possibilities, becoming a

source of the creative energy that defines Seoul's architecture.

At the same time, Seoul has continuously reinvented its urban form
through rapid urbanization and social change. Its architecture reflects
this process of Rapid Evolution, transforming and accumulating at a
pace rarely seen elsewhere. Rather than innovation through rupture,
it represents continuous transformation built upon existing layers—a

mode of adaptation to contemporary conditions.

Furthermore, while deeply rooted in local contexts and everyday
life, Seoul's architecture actively engages with future-oriented
global currents. Through this Glocality, it expands beyond its local
foundations, extending its cultural presence across the world. Through
these three operative principles—Hybrid Density, Rapid Evolution,
and Glocality—the Seoul Architecture Festival seeks to reveal the
distinctive urban experience of Seoul shaped by contemporary

K-Architecture and to explore its possibilities for the future.
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Thematic Exhibition
Preface

Discovering Seoul

A labyrinth is a space that erases differences through spatial frames.
Familiar and similar spatial structures repeat, enclosing us within them and
preventing us from seeing the whole. Perhaps the city we inhabit is itself a
vast labyrinth. We move through our daily routines within the familiar urban
frames we have created, often failing to recognize our own uniqueness and

sense of direction.

In contrast, photography is a record that allows us to discover differences
through visual frames. When different elements are captured within a single,
still frame, the familiar begins to appear anew. Through a frame shaped by
someone else’s gaze, we can rediscover aspects of ourselves—and the

unigqueness of Seoul—that we may have overlooked.

This exhibition is an exploration of Seoul through photography within
a labyrinthine space. The spatial frames that erase differences and the
visual frames that reveal them collide and intersect, creating a spatial and
experiential encounter. What aspects of Seoul have become so familiar that
we no longer notice them? And within them, what might we discover as the

distinctive qualities of Seoul's architecture and urban landscape?

The exhibition space is constructed from plastic pallets commonly found in
everyday industrial settings. Repeated and assembled, this familiar industrial
material is transformed into the unfamiliar spatial form of a labyrinth. After
the exhibition, the pallets will return to industrial use, continuing their original
function. Just as a familiar material can take on a new use and form, a familiar
city can reveal previously unseen qualities and possibilities when viewed from

anew perspective.

Within this exhibition, we invite you to look at familiar Seoul with fresh eyes

and discover the Seoul that has always been there, yet remained unseen.
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Kyungsub Shin

Shin Kyungsub studied Photography at Kaywon University of Art and
Design and Philosophy at Yonsei University. His work explores the diversity
of contemporary society, visualizing social phenomena and structures
through photography, with a particular focus on architecture and the rap- idly
changing conditions of capitalist society. His work has been featured in major
exhibitions including the 2011 Gwangju Design Biennale, the Korean Pavilions

at the 2014 Venice Biennale (Golden Lion) and the 2016 Venice Biennale,
and the 2019 Seoul Biennale of Architecture and Ur- banism. He held his solo
exhibition COSMOS at COSMO40 in 2018 and co-authored Expanded City:
Incheon (Mati Books, 2016)
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